
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Aye-Aye and I – Small Group 
Tour  

 
Small Group Tour - Led by Mamy Ramarolahy 

 
26th August to 08th September 2017 



The Aye Aye and I – Small Group Tour 2017 
 

This exciting wildlife group tour has been specially designed to explore some of the 
least visited and wildest parts of Madagascar with a particular emphasis on seeing 
the weirdest of all the lemurs; The Aye Aye!  
 

This tour focusses on the wildlife-rich dry deciduous 
forest of Ankarafantsika (aka Ampijoroa), and also the 
last major area of pristine primary rainforest left in 
Madagascar: the Masoala peninsula region, with its 
stunning coastline and exceptional levels of biodiversity. 
 
The itinerary loosely follows the route taken by Gerald 
Durrell on his last wildlife collecting expedition to 
Madagascar, recounted in his hilarious novel, The Aye - 
Aye and I. During the expedition, after many tribulations, 
he eventually managed to catch the elusive aye-aye, as 
well as a good deal of other rare specimens. The 
Farankaraina Forestry Reserve close to the town of 
Maroantsetra is one of the best locations in Madagascar 

to see this highly elusive primate and will be visited during this tour. Due to recent 
improvements in infrastructure and accommodation here there is now an almost 
guaranteed chance to observe these strange nocturnal primates in the wild. The aye 
aye was described by Durrell as resembling a Walt Disney witch’s black cat with a 
touch of ET thrown in for good measure.   
 
The first location visited is Farankaraina reserve close to the bay of Antogil in the 
north of Madagascar where the chances of seeing aye ayes are excellent (around 
70-80% per night) and there is plenty of other abundant wildlife to see here too 
including the northern bamboo lemur, white fronted brown lemur, tenrecs, ring-tailed 
mongooses, leaf-tailed geckos, tree boas, mantella frogs, forest and mangrove 
crabs, giant stick insects and much more.  

From here you explore the wild Masoala Peninsula, containing Madagascar’s largest 
remaining area of lowland rainforest, whilst staying at a beautifully positioned and 
very comfortable lodge next to a golden sand beach. When walking in the 
magnificent Masoala National Park there would be excellent chances to see the 
charismatic red-ruffed lemur – found only on this peninsula. There will also be many 
colourful endemic birds to enjoy such as the unmistakable helmet vanga and 
secretive scaly ground roller plus a huge diversity of locally endemic frogs, 
chameleons and smaller wildlife. This time of year also sees humpback whales 
teaching their calves to swim and breach just offshore from the lodge. With 
snorkelling in the nearby Marine Park and also from the beach alongside the 
opportunity to maybe kayak through the mangroves and possibly amongst the 
whales, this would constitute a wonderful introduction to the natural wonders of 
Madagascar. 

Next comes the exceptional tropical dry deciduous forest of Ankarafantsika (aka 
Ampijoroa), with its endemic populations of lemurs including the stunning coquerel’s 
sifaka often regarded as the most beautiful of all lemurs. Birds are very abundant and 
include the secretive white-breasted mesite and localised Van Dams’s vanga plus 
many unusual reptiles. Crocodiles inhabit the lake, and there will be a chance to see 
the very rare Madagascar Fish Eagle with its haunting call as well as visit Durrell’s 
Angonoka Project to protect the Ploughshare tortoise, thought to be one of the most 
endangered reptiles in the world.  
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In 1994, after stints in the Malagasy Army in Diego Suarez and the US Embassy in 
Tana, Mamy began working for a Tana travel company compiling statistics and 
organising itineraries. From 2009 he has been a professional tour guide and group 
leader specialising in Madagascar’s flora and fauna (and particularly its birdlife) and 
has proved universally popular among our clients.  A talented linguist with a Master’s 
from the British Cultural Centre in Tana, Mamy not only speaks Malagasy and 
excellent English but also ten of the eighteen dialects found on the island – very 
handy in far flung locations. His organisational skills, infectious enthusiasm and 
profound knowledge of Madagascar’s wildlife and culture will greatly enhance your 
enjoyment of this excellent tour. The group has been kept deliberately small in order 
to maximise wildlife viewing and access to your leader and the other local reserve 
guides, who really know how and where to find the unique wildlife in their localities. 
Mamy has visited the remote Masoala region on several occasions, and knows its 
special wildlife in depth.  

 ‘Mamy was excellent. His English, knowledge/ enthusiasm were great. Had 

an eye for photo opportunities’’ – Dr CV, Wiltshire 

‘Mamy is just a wonderful person’ Ms JW, USA 

‘Mamy was really great. I think he enjoyed my enthusiasm for the animals – 

not just the lemurs but the spiders, insects, chameleons etc. he got really 

into finding little things for us’ – Mrs R E, USA 

‘Mamy was excellent. He explained a lot about the wildlife as well as 

Madagascar in general’ – Mr R G, Berkshire 



 
 

THE AYE AYE AND I SMALL GROUP TOUR – 2017 
ITINERARY IN BRIEF 

 
26 Aug  Depart LONDON (or UK regional airport). Change aircraft in PARIS. Continue to 

ANTANANARIVO (TANA). O/n RELAIS DES PLATEAUX, BB.  
 
27 Aug Take scheduled charter flight to MAROANTSETRA, on the Bay of Antongil. 

Transfer to the FARANKARAINA FORESTRY RESERVE. Afternoon and evening 
wildlife walks including a first evening watch for the aye aye. O/n RESERVE 
BUNGALOW, FB. 

 
28 Aug Morning, afternoon and evening walks in FARANKARAINA FORESTRY 

RESERVE. Another evening of aye aye watching. O/n RESERVE BUNGALOW, FB 
 
29 Aug Morning walk to a local village close to the forest. Afternoon/evening walks. A final 

opportunity to look for aye aye and other nocturnal wildlife in the area. O/n 
RESERVE BUNGALOW, FB. 

 
30 Aug  Return to MAROANTSETRA. Take a Boat ride to the forested NOSY MANGABE 

island for a guided walk. Continue by boat to the MASOALA PENINSULA. 
Afternoon activities from the lodge and night walk in the private forest reserve. O/n 
MASOALA FOREST LODGE, FB. 

 
31 Aug Full day exploration of MASOALA FOREST NATIONAL PARK. O/n MASOALA 

FOREST LODGE, FB. 
 
01 Sep Morning and afternoon excursions such as exploring the coastal rainforest, 

kayaking or snorkelling in the marine reserve. O/n MASOALA FOREST LODGE, 
FB. 

 
02 Sep Another full day exploration of MASOALA FOREST NATIONAL PARK. O/n 

MASOALA FOREST LODGE, FB. 
 
03 Sep Return to  MAROANTSETRA by boat and take scheduled charter flight back to 

TANA. Afternoon visit to TSARASOATRA LAKE for birdwatching and to view the 
spectacular heron and egret roost. O/n TAMBOHO HOTEL, BB. 

 
04 Sep Transfer 8 hours by road through changing landscapes to ANKARAFANTSIKA 

(aka AMPIJOROA) FOREST RESERVE. Evening night walk. O/n BLUE VANGA 
LODGE, FB. 

 
05 Sep Morning exploration of AMPIJOROA RESERVE. Visit ANGONOKA PROJECT 

Evening walk for nocturnal species. O/n BLUE VANGA LODGE, FB. 
 
06 Sep Morning boat trip on LAC RAVELOBE in AMPIJOROA RESERVE. Afternoon to 

explore the reserve. O/n BLUE VANGA LODGE, FB. 
 
07 Sep Enjoy a last morning in the reserve. Transfer back (8 hours) by road to TANA 

stopping at points of interest. Day use of a room and facilities at RELAIS DES 
PLATEAUX hotel. Later transfer to airport. 

 
08 Sep Depart TANA. Change aircraft in PARIS. Fly to LONDON (or UK regional airport). 



 
THE AYE AYE AND I, SMALL GROUP TOUR 2017  

 

DETAILED ITINERARY 
 

Sat 26 Aug Depart LONDON HEATHROW (or other regional airport) on AIR 
FRANCE flight AF1381 at 0640 to PARIS CHARLES DE GAULLE 
AIRPORT, arriving at 0900. On arrival, take the shuttle bus to the 
relevant terminal and connect with AIR FRANCE flight AF934 at 1130 
to ANTANANARIVO (TANA) IVATO INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, 
arriving at 2305. Met on arrival at the airport and transfer to the hotel.  

 
O/n RELAIS DES PLATEAUX, 
BB. Situated about 10 minutes’ 
drive from the airport, this 
comfortable three-star hotel set 
in exotic gardens offers well 
equipped, en suite rooms 
including air conditioning, 
satellite TV and mini-bar, 
decorated in Malagasy design 
using local materials. Other 
facilities in the hotel include a local handicraft shop, restaurant serving 
French cuisine and local delicacies, bar and swimming pool (heated in 
the cooler months). 
 

Sun 27 Aug Pick up from the hotel and transfer to the airport and catch scheduled 
charter flight to MAROANTSETRA. Met on arrival at the airport and 
transfer by road (30 minutes) the river port and then by open 
motorised canoe (45 mins) to the edge of the FARANKARAINA 
FORESTRY RESERVE. The final part of the journey involves a (45 
minute - 1 hour) walk to the accommodation. Porters will be on hand to 
carry all the groups’ luggage and will have waterproof sheets in case of 
rain. The majority of the walk is 
flat and easy but it becomes 
rougher with some uneven 
ground towards the end. After 
settling in to your 
accommodation spend the rest of 
the day searching for wildlife in 
the reserve such as the northern 
bamboo lemur, white-fronted 
brown lemur, beautiful panther 
chameleon and birds such as 
blue and red-breasted couas and the elusive henst goshawk. 
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At dusk take an extended night walk in search of the extraordinary aye 
aye. Although luck is always a factor and sightings can never been 
guaranteed, this area of forest supports a particularly high density of 
this fascinating primate and sightings have been increasing over recent 
years. Your local guide here knows the favoured trees used by 
individual aye ayes and will recommend a particular fruiting tree to 
wait under each evening based on recent activity and signs. The 
chances of seeing aye ayes are excellent and between mid-August 
and mid-October an endemic species of Canarium tree in the forest 
will be in fruit which attracts aye ayes most nights so the chances can 
be as high as 80% per night at this time. However factors such as 
weather can limit the quantity and quality of sightings. (Please bring a 
powerful torch and waterproof clothing)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
O/n BASIC RESERVE 
BUNGALOW, FB. A simple 
wooden bungalow with very 
basic en suite facilities and no 
hot water. A local cook will 
prepare meals for you in the 
dining room. Your impressive 
nocturnal wildlife encounters 
should leave you feeling that 
the night in basic 
accommodation was well 
worthwhile. 
 

Mon 28 Aug A full day to explore the reserve 
in search of rainforest wildlife. 
Diurnal lemurs frequently seen 
on the trails include the northern 
bamboo lemur and white-fronted 
brown lemur and birds such as 
the blue and red-breasted couas.  
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The reserve is also noted for its frequent sightings of the lowland 
streaked tenrec and ring tailed mongoose. Reptile and frog diversity 
includes giant day geckos, Madagascar ground and tree boas, brown-
backed mantella frogs and the largest species of leaf-tailed gecko; 
Uroplatus fimbriatus. Your guide will also explain the medicinal uses of 
many of the endemic plants found here. In the evening take another 
extended evening walk in search of aye ayes and other nocturnal 
species including an as yet undescribed species of rufous mouse 
lemur, greater dwarf lemur and the Masoala woolly lemur. O/n BASIC 
RESERVE BUNGALOW, FB. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tue 29 Aug This morning take a walk through a local village to learn about the 

local culture and way of life in this part of Madagascar. The afternoon 
will be at leisure or available for more forest walks. In the evening take 
a final night walk to see aye ayes and other nocturnal wildlife. O/n 
BASIC RESERVE BUNGALOW, FB. 
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Wed 30 Aug Morning transfer back on foot to the 

river and then by boat back to 
MAROANTSETRA. Transfer to a 
larger boat and to the luxuriant and 
beautiful offshore island of NOSY 
MANGABE, (be prepared for a wet 
landing on arrival). The island 
contains rare reptiles such as 
Malagasy tree boas and leaf-tailed 
geckos, which include the world’s 
most superbly camouflaged lizard; 
Uroplatus fimbriatus. Take a walk 
through the rainforest which may 
reveal the black-and-white ruffed 
lemur and the white-fronted brown 
lemur as well as the striking green 
backed mantella frog. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Return to the boat and continue through the Bay of Antongil. This is the 
gateway to the wild MASOALA PENINSULA, containing Madagascar's 
largest remaining area of lowland rainforest. In 1996, 210,000 hectares 
of the peninsula were declared a National Park, although the vast 
majority of this forested region remains at threat from logging. Transfer 
by boat (1-3 hrs depending on sea state) to the Masoala Peninsula 
(please note this can be quite a bumpy ride and you may get wet so 
bring waterproofs and a hat and remember sunscreen).  
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Humpback whales 
come to the 
sheltered waters of 
the Bay of Atongil 
between July and 
September to 
engage in courtship 
and give birth to 
their young. If 
whales are spotted 
on the journey to 
the lodge then the 
boat will head in 
their direction for a better view. With luck you could witness an adult 
breaching clear out of the water. Be prepared for a wet landing on 
arrival at your lodge. After settling in at the lodge you will have the 
option of various activities to explore. Perhaps visit the coastal forest 
in search of white-fronted brown lemurs, many birds and butterflies or 
take kayaks along the coast to maybe get closer to the whales. Night 
walk in the evening to spot nocturnal wildlife including Masoala woolly 
lemur and Masoala sportive lemur and if lucky the fanaloka (Malagasy 
civet).  

 

O/n MASOALA FOREST LODGE, 
FI. (Fully inclusive except for 
selected alcoholic drinks) This 
wonderful and friendly lodge is 
located adjacent to a golden-sand 
beach with secondary rainforest 
behind. Accommodation is in 
African-style safari tents under 
thatched roofs made from local 
ravinala palm. The beds are very comfortable and the well-designed 
rooms offer full screening, with a small veranda and hammock. Private 
toilet and hot water showers are available in the bathroom adjacent. 
As it is such a remote location electricity is solar powered and lighting 
is provided in the rooms. There is a communal dining room with small 
library, Wi-Fi, and bar with a good selection of homemade rums and 
soft drinks included in your stay. Breakfasts and afternoon tea and 
cake are offered on the lovely sea deck which overlooks the sea and 
is ideal for spotting whales and dolphins in the distance. The friendly 
staff, excellent food, relaxing setting and close proximity to the Marine 
Park and Masoala Forest National Park makes this a very special 
place to stay. 
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Thu 31 Aug Full day guided exploration of the MASOALA FOREST NATIONAL 
PARK with packed lunch in search of the red-ruffed lemur, found only 
in this reserve, alongside white fronted brown lemurs, tiny brookesia 
and huge parsons chameleons, many orchids, endemic palms, 
epiphytes and ferns.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Other mammals likely to be 
spotted include the ring-
tailed mongoose and 
lowland streaked tenrec. 
The birdlife in the forest is 
sensational but many 
species can be elusive. 
Highlights include the 
superb helmet vanga, 
elusive bernier’s vanga, 
skulking short-legged and 
scaly ground rollers, red-breasted coua, brown mesite, velvet asity, 
brown emutail and the very rare Madagascar red owl and Madagascar 
serpent eagle. The forest also supports an extraordinary diversity of 
frogs including the stunning Heterixalus madagascariensis as well as 
many locally endemic skinks, geckos, snakes, butterflies and other 
insects. Return to the lodge in the late afternoon for a rest or perhaps 
enjoy some snorkelling. (Please note that the walking in the park is on 
steep and sometimes slippery trails and there are few shallows 
streams to cross) O/n MASOALA FOREST LODGE, FI. 
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Fri 01 Sep Enjoy a full day of guided excursions from the lodge such as an 

exploration of the coastal rainforest on flatter trails that are excellent 
for birds such as scaly ground roller, tylas vanga, blue coua, birds of 
prey and white fronted brown 
lemurs. This is a good location 
to find ring-tailed mongooses 
and the beautiful Madagascar 
sunset moth. Other options 
include kayaking through the 
mangroves or along the coast 
possibly with the chance to 
view whales, bottle nosed 
dolphins and green turtles or 
snorkelling in the marine 
reserve to experience the diversity of coral and colourful reef fish. In 
the evening enjoy sundowners around the fire on the beach before 
perhaps taking another exciting night walk to discover more nocturnal 
wildlife. O/n MASOALA FOREST LODGE, FI. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sat 02 Sep Enjoy another full or half day expedition into the magical primary 

rainforest of the MASOALA NATIONAL PARK in search of more its 
special wildlife. O/n MASOALA FOREST LODGE, FI. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



(8)…/ 
 
Sun 03 Sep After breakfast and a farewell to new found friends at the lodge 

transfer back to MAROANTSETRA keeping a look out for humpback 
whales and Madagascar pratincoles on the journey. On arrival back in 
MAROANTSETRA transfer to the airport and take scheduled charter 
flight back to TANA. On arrival back in TANA, visit TSARASAOTRA 
LAKE (aka. LAC ALAROBIA) in a district of Tana for some unusual 
Hauts Plateaux birdwatching and watch the roost of herons and egrets 
in the evening. Numerous 
dimorphic egrets and 
squacco herons can be 
found alongside the more 
familiar great- and cattle 
egrets. Ducks are abundant 
with white-faced whistling 
ducks, red-billed teal, knob-
billed ducks, fulvous 
whistling ducks, hottentot 
teal, and with luck the rare 
endemic Meller’s duck. Also found are swamp warblers, red fody, 
coucal, Madagascar kestrel, manikins and other endemics. Return to 
the hotel and enjoy the rest of the day at leisure. The timing of the 
excursion today is flexible to give you time to recover from your flight.  

 
O/n TAMBOHO HOTEL, BB. Centrally located in the business district 
of Ankorondrano. This new modern hotel offers comfortable 
accommodation with private modern bathroom.  Rooms are air -
conditioned and have TV, safe and tea / coffee facilities.  There are 
complimentary bottles of water and soft drinks located in fridges in the 
corridors. The hotel has a small swimming pool, restaurant and bar. 
Opposite the hotel, there is a modern small shopping centre with 
shops and cafes. (Breakfast only is included today) 

 
Mon 04 Sep Morning pick up from the hotel and transfer north (roughly 8 hours) to 

ANKARAFANTSIKA NATIONAL PARK (aka. AMPIJOROA). Stop for 
lunch at a local restaurant and at points of interest along the journey. 
Depending on the time of arrival you should be able to visit the park 
Headquarters at AMPIJOROA Forestry station. Here you can watch 
the stunning Coquerel’s sifaka and common brown lemur returning 
from a day of feeding in the forest to roost in the mango trees close to 
the park entrance.  

 
As it gets dark take a night walk along the boundary of the National 
Park (night walks inside National parks in Madagascar are now 
forbidden) in search of nocturnal lemurs and sleeping chameleons 
amongst other wildlife. Five 
species of nocturnal lemur 
could be encountered including 
the hyper active grey mouse 
lemur and highly localised 
golden-brown mouse lemur 
which is restricted to just this 
forest. Return to your lodge for 
dinner.  
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O/n BLUE VANGA LODGE, 
FB. A new lodge located 
approximately 10 mins drive 
from the Park entrance on 
the outskirts of a local 
village. The lodge has 6 
simple bungalows, each with 
private ensuite bathroom 
(cold water) and fan. There 
is small restaurant and bar 
serving simple but tasty 
European and Malagasy dishes.  
 

Tue 05 Sep Morning pick up from the lodge and 
transfer to ANKARAFANTSIKA 
NATIONAL PARK (aka. AMPIJOROA). In 
the early morning enjoy another 
opportunity to watch and photograph the 
sifaka’s around the park headquarters 
before exploring the rest of the National 
Park.  

 
There are various walking trails and areas 
of interest to explore during your stay to 
be decided with your guide each day. 
Excursions can include a gentle boat ride 
around Ravelobe Lake and perhaps visit 
the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust’s 
exemplary ANGONOKA PROJECT for 
the conservation of the ploughshare 
tortoise, the rarest in the world.  Walks 
within the National Park may reveal more 
Coquerel’s sifaka, the rare mongoose 
lemur and roosting Milne Edwards sportive and western woolly 
lemurs. Birders are in for a treat with the chance of seeing the 
Madagascar fish eagle, the rare white-breasted mesite, Schlegel’s 
asity and Van Dam’s vanga. There are excellent bird watching towers 
where it is easy to watch glossy ibis, night herons and egrets in the 
reed beds.  
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Herpetologists will delight in perhaps 
discovering rhinoceros chameleon, leaf-tailed 
geckos, hog-nosed snake and huge ground 
boas. For amateur botanists, this is a chance 
to enjoy typical Dalbergia-Commiphora-
Hidegardia western deciduous forest that 
covers most of the reserve with its dense, low 
canopy.  
 
Ground flora is sparse, but contains some 
interesting orchids, and epiphytes are 
virtually absent. On some bare sandy 
patches within the forest are found 
succulents such as Pachypodium rosulatum 
rosulatum and a species of Aloe, and there 
are rocky cliffs with their associated flora. 

 
In the evening, enjoy another guided walk to see more nocturnal 
wildlife perhaps in different area to look for the shy mongoose lemur or 
Milne Edwards’s sportive lemurs. O/n BLUE VANGA LODGE, FB. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wed 06 Sep  This morning take a gentle boat trip around LAKE RAVELOBE. This 

scenic boat trip will provide good views of a wide range of wetland 
birds including hundreds of black egrets, glossy ibis, purple herons 
and with luck the highly endangered Madagascar fish eagle and 
crocodiles.  

 
In the afternoon visit the Durrell Wildlife Conservation Trust’s 
exemplary ANGONOKA PROJECT for the conservation of the 
ploughshare tortoise, the rarest in the world. There are many different 
trails to explore within the park each offering slightly different forest 
types and points of interest.  

 



Some of the key bird species 
to see here include the highly 
localised Van Dam’s vanga, 
beautiful Schlegal’s asity, red 
capped and Coquerel’s 
couas, white-breasted 
mesite, Madagascar pygmy 
kingfisher and rufous and 
blue vangas. Rhinoceros and 
Oustalet’s chameleons are 
frequently encountered 
alongside day roosting western woolly lemurs. 

 
Perhaps also take an afternoon excursion to the spectacular 
ANKAROKAROKA sandstone canyon at the edge of a grassland 
plateau with its bizarre shapes and multi colours of red, yellow and 
white. Perhaps also spend some time birdwatching in the wetlands on 
the edge of the park which are very good for sightings of the 
Madagascar jacana. Return to the lodge for dinner. O/n BLUE VANGA 
LODGE, FB. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thu 07 Sep After a last morning visit to the park perhaps to enjoy the lemurs close 

to the park headquarters or birdwatching around the lake. Transfer 
back to TANA 8 hours with stops for lunch and photographs along the 
way. Check in at RELAIS DES PLATEAUX hotel for day use of a room 
and the facilities and enjoy a final dinner (not included) in 
Madagascar. (Breakfast and lunch only are included today.) 

 
Later, pick up from the hotel and transfer to the airport to check in for 
your departing Air France flight. 

 
Fri 08 Sep  Catch AIR FRANCE flight AF 935 at 0140 to PARIS CHARLES DE 

GAULLE, arriving at 1125. On arrival, connect with AIR FRANCE flight 
AF 1780 at 1325 to LONDON HEATHROW, arriving at 1345. 

 
**************************************************************** 

 



 (12)…/ 
 
THE AYE AYE AND I, SMALL GROUP TOUR 2017  
 
Minimum group size is 6, maximum 8 plus the tour leader.   
 
Departure Date from the UK  Adult Price  Single Supplement 
 
26 August 2017 £5,450   £581 
  
Prices subject to possible revision due to international flight prices and exchange 
rates and other factors outside of our control. Please call 01803 866965 if you have 
any queries, would like to secure your place on the tour, and/or if you would like to 
extend the tour to include other locations in Madagascar or perhaps add a safari in 
South Africa for large African wildlife. 
 
Please Note: This itinerary involves some long overland transfers to and from 
Ankarafantsika National Park from Tana. This is because the domestic flights with Air 
Madagascar to Majunga are currently very uneliable and likely change at the last 
minute causing disruption to the itinerary. The overland transfers however will add to 
your experience of Madagascar and enable you to see much more of the country and 
its different landscapes and culture. 
 
Please Note: This itinerary involves walking along rainforest trails in Masoala which 
can be steep and slippery (especially after rain) in places as well as some walks in 
hot conditions in Ankarafantsika National Park. Although all walks within the parks 
and reserves will be taken at a leisurely pace, the tour is not suitable for those with 
mobility problems. 
 
Please Note: This itinerary has been based on current scheduled charter flight 
schedules, which are subject to weather conditions and other factors outside of our 
control and exact timings may change depending on conditions.  
 
Regional airports: If you would prefer your flights to depart from a regional airport in 
the UK e.g. Manchester, Birmingham, Bristol etc or from Paris or any other airport 
please let us know as we will be pleased to look into the options for you. 
 
Ground only arrangements: If you would like to arrange your own international 
flights from anywhere in the world to Madagascar, we can quote for the tour 
beginning and ending in Antananarivo on request. 
 
Post-Tour Extensions available on request, perhaps for beach relaxation or to the 
wildlife reserves in the dry deciduous forest such as Kirindy. Please ask for options. 
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THE AYE AYE AND I, SMALL GROUP TOUR 2017  
 
 

LOCATION MAP 
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IMPORTANT NOTES TO ACCOMPANY THE ABOVE ITINERARIES 
 

NB: All itineraries are subject to change without notice to take into account possible airline flight 
schedule changes which can take place before departure date or during the tour, and other operational 
factors. 
 
NB: This itinerary involves some long overland transfers. This is because we have tried to make the 
itinerary as robust as possible by not using Air Madagascar’s domestic flights to and from Morondava 
which are very unreliable and likely to change or cancel at the last minute causing disruption to your 
itinerary. The overland transfers however will add to your experience of Madagascar and enable you to 
see much more of the country and its different landscapes and culture. 
 
NB: Your itinerary involves scheduled charter flights which may be delayed, postponed, cancelled 
and/or changed to different times or even other dates at short notice due to adverse weather conditions.  
 
NB: This tour involves some travel in remote areas. This adds to the adventure and increases the 
opportunity to enjoy a true wildlife experience. However, due to terrain, weather, road conditions, and 
other factors beyond our control, some elements of the tour may have to be altered. Times of some 
activities may need to changed or even cancelled due to the conditions. If an activity is cancelled it will 
usually be replaced with an alternative activity that is more appropriate for the conditions. Advance 
notice will be given for any changes where possible, although at times changes may need to be made 
whilst the tour is in progress. 
 
NB: With any trip involving wildlife it is impossible to guarantee a sighting, but each trip is designed 
around known habitats. Every effort will be made to ensure a sighting, but cannot be held responsible if 
no sighting is made due to the wildlife itself, weather, or any other elements beyond our control. 
 
NB: Prices are based on a specific airlines and specific economy seating classes. Flights are booked on 
an ad hoc basis and so early booking is recommended to take advantage of the cheapest fare 
availability. Prices may rise if a more expensive seat class needs to be booked. Please call for 
information on price variations for using alternative airlines or for seat upgrades. 
 
NB: The quoted price for the above itinerary is based on current exchange rates, airline fares (both 
international and domestic), fuel surcharges and taxes. These (and other tour costs) may be subject to 
unanticipated increases beyond our control at short notice, either before or after you have booked the 
tour, in which case the price would need to be revised accordingly. 
 
NB: Should for any reason the specified tour leader be unable to accompany the group, a suitable 
substitute will be provided. 
 
NB: Inclusive tours and excursions as stated in the itinerary will have been pre-paid. Once full payment 
has been made and/or clients are actually at their destination, should clients be disinclined to partake of 
any inclusive tour or excursion, no refunds will be possible. 
 
NB: Before and after booking, clients must familiarise themselves with current UK Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO) travel advisories so as to satisfy themselves as to the suitability of the 
destination(s) to be visited in this itinerary.  All decisions relating to the tour will be based on UK FCO 
advisories, and not those of any other countries' governments. In the event of any emergency or other 
problem encountered in the destination, it is advisable if appropriate to contact the local UK Embassy, 
High Commission or Consulate for assistance. The FCO in London also has dedicated telephone call 
centres: Crisis Management Dept - 0207 008 5335 (during UK office hours), and Global Response 
Centre - 0207 008 1500 (out of UK office hours). 
 
NB: It is a condition of booking that full travel insurance including Emergency Medical Repatriation is 
taken out by each person travelling. Your insurance cover must also include Missed Departure and/or 
Missed Flight Connection for both outbound and return flight sectors (such cover might be subject to a 
small additional premium – please confirm with your insurers).  We ask that you send us a 
photo/fax/electronic copy of your policy document together with the 24hr medical assistance telephone 
number issued by your insurer. 
 
NB: Adequate insurance cover is mandatory. Please supply us with details of your cover. 
 
 
 



(15)…/ 
 
NB: The above itinerary and its quoted price are based on specific hotels and lodges. Hotels and lodges 
in Madagascar are notorious for overbooking their rooms.  If rooms cannot be secured at the specified 
hotel/lodge, alternative accommodation of a similar standard may have to be booked instead, in which 
case the itinerary and/or price may change.  
 
NB: Inclusive tours and excursions as stated in the itinerary will have been pre-paid. Once full payment 
has been made and/or clients are actually at their destination, should clients be disinclined to partake of 
any inclusive tour or excursion, no refunds will be possible. 
 
NB: Excursions marked as ‘Optional’ are not included in the price. 
 
NB: Despite recent improvements, Madagascar still has some accommodation of a lower standard than 
that normally expected by western travelers, and a precarious infrastructure including unreliable 
domestic flights, poor telecommunications and bad roads.  Many of our tours visit areas well off the 
beaten track, and therefore far from medical and other services. Trails can often be arduous and 
slippery, and campsites are usually very basic.  Bookings will only be accepted on the understanding 
that the client accepts Reef and Rainforest Tours has done everything in its power to ensure there are 
no difficulties, but has no control over standards of some equipment, available accommodation and 
services, airline reservation policies, flight schedule changes or possible breakdowns in communication 
in Madagascar. 
 
NB: Some service providers may require that guests sign an indemnity waiver form and may refuse 
services if these forms are not signed. Reef and Rainforest Tours cannot give refunds for services not 
provided due to a refusal to sign such forms. 
 
NB: Visas are now easily obtainable on arrival for EU residents (35 Euros at time of writing but subject 
to change without notice). PLEASE CHECK THE LATEST INFORMATION WITH YOUR LOCAL 
EMBASSY/CONSULATE. 
 
NB: Tips / gratuities are payable locally. 
 
NB: In some hotels, English will be spoken either badly or not at all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reef and Rainforest Tours Ltd. 
A7 Dart Marine Park, Steamer Quay, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 5AL, UK 

Tel: ++ 44 (0)1803 866965  Fax: ++ 44 (0)1803 865916 
Websites: www.reefandrainforest.co.uk    www.familytours.co.uk 

E-mail: mail@reefandrainforest.co.uk 


