
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

ESCORTED GROUP ITINERARY 
 
 
 

THE WONDERFUL WILDLIFE  
OF  

SOUTHERN SRI LANKA 
 
 

Maximum Group Size: 12 Guests + Expert Naturalist Leader 
 

 

09th to 22nd February, 2019 



Your Expert Group Leader  
 

VIMUKTHI WEERATUNGA   
Senior Sri Lankan Biologist & Conservationist  

“I have completed nearly 30 years in environment-related work in the 
capacity of researcher, manager, educator and coordinator in many 
different environment projects simultaneously. My formal and informal 
academic knowledge is highly rewarding and helps me to accomplish 
my environmental goals. Dedication, teamwork, public relations and 
good communication skills help me to make a lasting contribution to 
nature conservation in Sri Lanka. My collected nature photographs 
from the past 20 years have appeared in many natural history 
publications, environmental awareness programmes and other 
scientific explorations. I look forward very much to meeting you all and 
showing you the best natural attractions of my country“ 

Vimukthi graduated from Oregon State University, USA, gaining a Bachelor of Science which included 
Wildlife & Fisheries Biology, and Earth Information Science & Technology. He also attended the 
University of California, Berkeley, where he was enrolled on the Beahrs Environmental Leadership 
Scholar Program. Further education included an Open University of Sri Lanka Certificate in Wildlife 
Conservation and Management, and completion of the Wildlife Conservation and Management 
Training Program at the Wildlife Institute of India. 

As for his working life, Vimukthi started out in forestry and is currently the manager of field 
operations for a major travel company in Sri Lanka. He leads specialised wildlife excursions, trains 
staff in natural history, produces scientific impact reports on potential developments, and provides 
guidance for various documentary film makers. One such is National Geographic, whom he assisted 
in the making of the four-part series Wild Sri Lanka. 

Prior to that role, Vimukthi held the post of Operations Director for Environmental Foundation 
Limited (EFL) where he oversaw the legal, scientific and administrative factors relevant to their work 
in environmental conservation. 

Earlier still, Vimukthi  was employed by The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in 
their Sri Lanka office designing, coordinating and implementing all their biodiversity related projects 
in Sri Lanka and assisting the Programme Coordinator in integrating and linking them with those of 
IUCN regional and global programmes. He was also involved in project proposals, budgets, progress 
reports, presentations to the donors and implementation of biodiversity related projects. 

To summarise, Vimukthi (or Vimu as he is known to friends and family) is a brilliant field biologist of 
over 30 years’ experience who understands Sri Lanka’s animals and their behaviour better than 
almost anybody in the country. His 11 years’ experience working in the Sri Lankan Forest 
Department at the beginning of his career gave him the opportunity to walk most of Sri Lanka’s 
wildernesses and absorb first-hand the natural beauty and wild essence of his fabulous island. 
 
He brings to the group dynamic his own inimitable guiding style coupled with a great sense of 
humour which should result in much laughter while sharing with you his immense knowledge of the 
wildlife and natural history of his beloved island homeland. You couldn’t be in better hands. 



 
 
2019 Sri Lanka Group Tour - Itinerary in Detail  
 
 
Embark on a voyage of discovery to the wildlife hotspots of Sri Lanka’s far south in the 
company of an expert Sri Lankan biologist guide. Visit the last sizeable tract of primary 
rainforest remaining on the island, home to many endemic birds, mammals, reptiles and fish. 
Continue to Sri Lanka’s best elephant reserve where large herds of pachyderms are virtually 
guaranteed, along with many other species of forest fauna. From there venture to the 
island’s largest national park and stay in a camp in the buffer zone, well placed for early 
entry to a national park which boasts the highest concentration of leopard in all of Asia. Then 
explore a RAMSAR biosphere reserve for a morning before heading down to the seaside for 
blue whale watching and some well-earned relaxation. Finally, immerse yourself in the 
history of an ancient Dutch fort before flying home having learnt a great deal about Sri 
Lanka’s unique wildlife from one of its most experienced conservationists. 
 
 

09 Feb  Depart LONDON HEATHROW on SRI LANKAN UL504 at 2130. [Flight times 
subject to confirmation.]  

 
10 Feb   Arrive Colombo at 1245. Met by your experienced, English-speaking tour 

leader, Vimukthi Weeratunga and transfer by private vehicle (approx.4hours 
40 minutes) to BUNDALA NATIONAL PARK, famous for its water birds but 
also containing elephant, jackal, rabbit and langurs. Buffalo and deer can also 
be seen there, as well as the island’s two species of crocodile.   

 

                
 

Bundala National Park is an internationally important wintering ground for 
migratory water birds in Sri Lanka. The national park harbours 197 species of 
birds, the highlight being the greater flamingos which migrate in large flocks. 
Bundala was designated a wildlife sanctuary in 1969 and re-designated a 
national park on 4 January 1993. In 1991 it became the first wetland in Sri 
Lanka to be declared a RAMSAR site.  
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In 2005 the national park was 
designated a biosphere reserve by 
UNESCO, the fourth biosphere 
reserve in Sri Lanka. The national 
park is situated 245 kilometres (152 
mi) southeast of Colombo. 
 
Have a morning’s game drive in 
Bundala National Park. A packed 
breakfast will have been prepared for 
you to take on the drive. After the game drive, transfer further west along the 
coast to  KOGGALA. Arrive at our hotel and settle in. 

 
O/n GARTON’S CAPE HOTEL, HB. 
A modern 4-star seafront hotel with 
23 rooms, each with balcony and 
view of the sea or pool, en suite 
bathrooms, CD and DVD player, TV 
and air-conditioning. There are three 
dining options, a fitness centre, 
games room, bar, free WiFi and 
swimming pool. Bicycles are for hire. 

 

 
11 Feb Early morning transfer to MIRISSA for a WHALE WATCHING boat trip, 

departing approx. 0600-0700 hrs. The PRIVATE CHARTER vessel sails 
around 18 nautical miles offshore to seek the largest creature ever to have 
lived on Earth, the blue whale. This is one of the world’s few locations where 
sightings are very likely – it was featured in the BBC’s fascinating Ocean 
Giants wildlife documentary. Dolphins and other cetaceans are often seen 
too. Return from the boat trip and transfer to your hotel. Rest of the day at 
leisure. O/n GARTON’S CAPE HOTEL, HB. 
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12 Feb Check out of the hotel and transfer to UDA WALAWE NATIONAL PARK. En 

route, pay a visit to the ELEPHANT TRANSIT HOME.  
The Elephant Transit Home is 
an admirable initiative which is 
sponsored by the Born Free 
Trust. Baby elephants that are 
injured or orphaned in the wild 
are brought to the Transit 
Home where they are cared for 
a rehabilitated in a natural 
setting. Once the elephants are 
old enough and strong enough 
they are radio collared and 
released in to the National Park 
in small groups. The first group to be released in to the park successfully 
reproduced in the wild in 2008.  Arrive at the hotel and check in. Lunch.  
 
In the afternoon, enjoy a game drive in UDA WALAWE NATIONAL PARK. 
 
O/n GRAND UDA WALAWE SAFARI RESORT, FB. Set among seven acres 
of gardens bordered on 
three sides by a natural 
waterway and only five 
minutes’ drive from the 
park, the medium sized 
hotel has 53 spacious en 
suite rooms and four 
suites, gym, restaurant, 
bar and a large swimming 
pool. 

 
There is 24-hour room service and 
laundry service, and the hotel is close 
to an elephant orphanage which is well 
worth a visit. You might even see one 
elephant with a false leg, fitted after it 
lost its own limb after stepping on a 
land mine during the civil war, now 
thankfully over.  

 
13 Feb Morning private jeep safari in UDA 

WALAWE NATIONAL PARK to see sizeable herds 
of elephants and many waterfowl. Surrounded by 
mountain ranges, the park’s terrain is a mixture of 
grassland and woodland. The river and reservoir 
provide water for the fauna which, in addition to the 
elephants for which the park is renowned, includes 
several deer species, wild boar, wild buffalo, jackal 
and leopard.  
Have lunch back at the hotel and then go out on an 
afternoon jeep safari in the park. Return to your 
hotel for dinner. O/n GRAND UDA WALAWE 
SAFARI RESORT, FB. 
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14 Feb Morning and afternoon game drives in UDA WALAWE. O/n GRAND UDA 

WALAWE SAFARI RESORT, FB.  
 
15 Feb After breakfast, transfer to YALA NATIONAL PARK and check into your camp 

for lunch. In the afternoon go for your first game drive. 
 
Yala was declared a Game Park in 1938 and is 965 sq km in area. According 
to research, Yala has one of the highest densities of leopard in the world. One 
may also see elephant, sloth bear, sambhur, spotted deer, wild boar, stripe-
necked mongoose, black-naped hare and several civet species. In the water 
holes you may see mugger crocodile, painted stork, lesser whistling teal, 
black-headed Ibis, Eurasian spoonbill and the rare black-necked stork.  
 
Palu and Ceylon ironwood trees (Manilkara hexandra) dominate the monsoon 
forest, with the thick undergrowth comprised mainly of thorny bushes.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
O/n BIG GAME CAMP, FB. The walk-in tents have en suite showers and 
toilets, raised single beds, seating and covered verandah area. Meals are 
served at table, and the 
delicious food is cooked and 
prepared freshly on site. 
Dining al fresco under the 
stars is an exhilarating 
experience, and the Sri 
Lankan dishes will be mouth-
watering. The camp is 
situated in woodland just 
outside the park, close 
enough to reach the entrance 
early. 

  
16 Feb Morning game drive in YALA. Perhaps concentrate on spotting leopard again, 

or seek out the species not yet 
seen, especially some of the 
many rare bird species. Lunch at 
the camp. Afternoon game drive 
within the national park. O/n BIG 
GAME CAMP, FB.   

 

17 Feb  Morning and afternoon game 
drives in Yala. O/n BIG GAME 
CAMP, FB.   



(5)…/ 
 

18 Feb   Morning and afternoon game drives in Yala. O/n BIG GAME CAMP, FB.   
 
19 Feb  Early morning departure to SINHARAJA RAINFOREST NATIONAL PARK.  

Arrive at your hotel and settle in. 
 

 
 
O/n RAINFOREST ECOLODGE, FB. Around 1000m above sea level and set 
in a former tea plantation edged with primary rainforest close to Sinharaja, the 
rustic-chic lodge has simple yet delightful rooms skilfully created out of 
shipping containers. Food and service are of a good standard.  
PLEASE NOTE: 1) The last road to the lodge is very rough. 2) If you have 
any mobility concerns please request a room close to the main building.  

 

                           
  
20 Feb Morning and afternoon guided wildlife walks in the SINHARAJA 

RAINFOREST with lunch at the lodge. The last remaining sizeable primary 
rainforest tract on the island, Sinharaha is very precious – indeed, it is the 
only natural UNESCO World Heritage Site in Sri Lanka and is also designated 
a UNESCO Biosphere Reserve and an IUCN Biodiversity Hotspot. 

 
 Sinharaja has pitcher plants and all of 57 endemic dipterocarp tree species in 

its lowland habitat, attracting the purple-faced leaf monkey, endemic hump-
nosed lizard (below), and many rare and endemic bird species.   
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These include the common birdwing, black bulbul, and the endemic white-
faced starling, red-faced malkoha (above), Sri Lanka jungle fowl, Legge’s 
flowerpecker and spot-winged thrush.  O/n RAINFOREST ECOLODGE, FB.   
 

21 Feb After breakfast, meet your driver and transfer further west along the coast to 
the old Dutch fort of Galle and check in to your hotel, the AMARI GALLE 
HOTEL. Rest of the day at leisure to enjoy the seaside or explore the 
atmospheric old fort with its small streets and interesting shops and 
restaurants. 

The southern capital of the island, Galle is said to be the famous Tarshish of 
the Bible where King Solomon obtained gems and spices. This “living” 
UNESCO World Heritage Site is the port where the Portuguese first landed in 
1505.  Captured and fortified by the Dutch who ruled maritime Sri Lanka in 
the 17th and 18th centuries, the city still retains the air of old Holland. Within 
the well preserved 90 acre fort and ramparts built in 1663 are old Dutch 
churches and monuments with armorial bearings, an imposing crested 
gateway dated 1669, many well preserved old Dutch houses and narrow 
alleys still bearing Dutch names.   

 

 Perhaps have a walk in the old town (with or without your guide) to admire the 
many colonial buildings and historical sites within the UNESCO world heritage 
site of Galle Fort. There are also many small, interesting shops, bars, 
traditional massage parlours and restaurants.  
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O/n AMARI GALLE HOTEL, BB. Amari Galle is a brand new hotel situated 
close to the famous Galle Fort on the scenic south west coast of Sri Lanka. 
This beautiful beachfront resort has a total of 172 guest rooms to choose 
from, all with sea views and is well known for it’s outstanding service. 

                         

 
22 Feb Early morning departure for COLOMBO airport, about 2.5 hours away. Fly out 

on UL503 at 1300. Arrive LONDON HEATHROW at 2000.  
 

 
Price: £4147 per person sharing. Single Supplement: £625.   Max: 12 people. Min: 8 people. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
IMPORTANT NOTES TO ACCOMPANY THE ABOVE ITINERARY 

 
 

NB: The quoted price for the above itinerary is based on various tour costs which may be subject to unanticipated 
increases beyond our control at short notice, either before or after you have booked the tour, in which case the 
price would need to be revised accordingly. 
 

NB: Prices are based on standard rooms unless otherwise stated in the itinerary. Should you wish to upgrade 
please let us know. 
 

NB: All itineraries are subject to change without notice to take into account possible airline flight schedule 
changes which can take place before departure date or during the tour, and other operational factors. 
 

NB: Once the tour has been booked and a deposit paid, any further changes initiated by the client may be subject 
to additional charges.  
 

NB: Inclusive tours and excursions as stated in the itinerary will have been pre-paid.  Once full payment has been 
made and/or clients are actually at their destination, should clients be disinclined to partake of any inclusive tour 
or excursion, no refunds will be possible. 
 

NB: Meals are provided as follows BB = bed and breakfast,  HB = breakfast and dinner, FB = full board.   
 

NB: Activities described as OPTIONAL are not included in tour price. 
 

NB: There is an international airport departure tax payable – please check with our representatives for the current 
rate and have the right amount of currency to hand at the airport. 
  

NB: Adequate insurance cover is mandatory. Please supply us with details of your cover. 



 
 

 
 

Reef and Rainforest Tours Ltd. 
A7 Dart Marine Park, Steamer Quay, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 5AL, UK 

Tel: ++ 44 (0)1803 866965  Fax: ++ 44 (0)1803 865916 
Websites: www.reefandrainforest.co.uk    www.familytours.co.uk 

E-mail: mail@reefandrainforest.co.uk


