ESCORTED GROUP TOUR

THE WILDLIFE HIGHLIGHTS OF
CENTRAL INDIA
Led by award-winning photographer Harry Skeggs

09th to 22nd April 2019

THE WILDLIFE HIGHLIGHTS
OF CENTRAL INDIA – GROUP TOUR
Central India is home to some of the country’s most iconic National Parks with an
astonishing array of mammals and birds. Herds of spotted and sambar deer roam
the forests and meadows; rare antelopes frequent the thickets and huge Indian bison
(gaur) crash through the undergrowth. These herbivores attract a wide range of
carnivores ranging from jackals and packs of dholes (wild dogs), through to sloth
bears, leopards and the mighty Bengal tiger.
All of these animals combine to make India’s wildlife some of the most iconic and
photogenic in the world. This specially designed group tour is aimed at showcasing
all of the great wildlife of central India in the company of one of Britain’s emerging
young talents in wildlife photography.
The tour starts with Kanha, the setting for Kipling’s Jungle Book and home to a very
healthy tiger population plus the very rare barasingha swamp deer. Next is Pench, a
beautiful patchwork of meadows and teak forests which was the setting for the BBC’s
three-part special, Tiger: Spy in the Jungle, which followed a young tiger family.
Finally, you will visit the Tadoba Tiger Reserve, off the usual tourist trail and with only
two main lodges. Game drives at Tadoba should reveal a plethora of species
including leopard, sloth bear, wild dog and tiger, as well as hundreds of birds.
These three parks and their well-run lodges, a highly professional yet personable
leader, and a variety of expert local naturalist guides all combine to create a worldclass wildlife journey of superlative quality and depth.

MEET YOUR GROUP LEADER
Award-winning wildlife and travel
photographer Harry Skeggs has
worked with some of the top
names in travel and been a
masterclass keynote speaker for
National Geographic. His images
have been exhibited in galleries
around the world and regularly
feature in the pages of BBC
Wildlife, Amateur Photographer
and,
of
course,
National
Geographic.
Harry's rapid ascent to the top
echelons of wildlife photography
has seen him described as "the
future
of
top
wildlife
photography".
Harry’s photography is informed
by a love of nature which has
taken him to over 75 countries,
from the high Arctic to the New
Guinea jungles on a mission to
document and increase awareness of the world’s most endangered animals. A
conservationist at heart, he works closely with charities such as WWF to create
compelling images of species under threat in order to shed light on their stories and
encourage support for related conservation efforts.
A graduate of art history from Cambridge University, Harry is a particular exponent of
the compositional and artistic elements of photography. He strives to help
photographers identify their own unique style and works closely with them to take
their work to the next level. Harry has led a number of tour groups in which
participants have received the benefits of his tutoring abilities and his profound
photographic insights.
In the course of his work, Harry has become highly knowledgeable about flora, fauna
and tribal cultures and combines that knowledge with his considerable photographic
skills when leading groups of wildlife enthusiasts to some of the world’s most exciting
natural history destinations.

2019 GROUP TOUR
WITH HARRY SKEGGS
THE WILDLIFE HIGHLIGHTS OF CENTRAL INDIA
09 Apr

Depart LONDON HEATHROW at 2120 on JET AIRWAYS flight
9W117 to MUMBAI.

10 Apr

Arrive MUMBAI at 1100 and connect with 9W879 at 1555 to
NAGPUR, arriving 1730. Transfer to hotel. O/n RADISSON BLU, BB.

11 Apr

Early pick-up from hotel and drive (approx. 6 hrs) to KANHA. Lunch at
your hotel and enjoy your first game drive in the afternoon.
Kanha, the setting for The
Jungle Book by Rudyard
Kipling, is noted for the last
remaining population of the
hard-ground race of the
swamp deer, known as the
barasingha. Once there were
only 66 of these in the
national park, but careful
conservation
and
management raised their
population to over 400.
Kanha is very rich in wildlife including healthy numbers of tiger, often
seen during the day. There are also herds of spotted deer as well as
the timorous barking deer. It was in Kanha National Park that the
eminent zoologist George Schaller studied the relationship between
predators and prey, resulting in the book ‘Deer and The Tiger’.

(2)…/
Kanha has two main rivers:
Halon in the east and
Banjar in the west, and the
grassy 'maidans' (often old
village sites), dotted with
clumps of forest harbouring
large
numbers
of
herbivores. The hills offer
support
to
sizeable
plateaus (locally called
dadars) characterised by
extensive grasslands and
scant trees and much
favoured by gaur (Indian
bison)
and
four-horned
antelope.
O/n SINGINAWA JUNGLE LODGE, FB. The lodge is located close to
the lesser-used MUKKI GATE of the KANHA NATIONAL PARK and
within a 55-acre private forest reserve with good options for gentle
wildlife watching within the reserve itself. The property was set up by
Nanda Rana who is descended from Nepalese royalty and an expert
on tigers and tiger
conservation. He is also
an excellent wildlife
photographer and the
lodge is adorned with a
somewhat
strange
juxtaposition of his
excellent photos of
living tigers and old
images of the great
tiger hunts of his
ancestors.
The 12 stone and slate
air-conditioned cottages
are well proportioned
and set apart giving
good privacy. There is
a small swimming pool
and good communal
areas in the main
building, including a
large library and lounge
plus a huge dining
room. Meals are often
served al fresco and
are
a mixture
of
cuisines from around
India.
Guests
are
welcome to learn about
their preparation.
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12 Apr

Morning and afternoon game
drives in KANHA NATIONAL
PARK.
O/n SINGINAWA
JUNGLE LODGE, FB.

13 Apr

Morning and afternoon game
drives in KANHA NATIONAL
PARK.
O/n SINGINAWA
JUNGLE LODGE, FB.

14 Apr

Morning game drive in the
KANHA NATIONAL PARK. Lunch at your lodge then transfer (4hrs)
to PENCH.
O/n TULI TIGER CORRIDOR PENCH, FB. A very comfortable hotel
with excellent facilities including swimming pool, library, bar lounge,
billiards, spa and restaurant, Tiger Corridor consists of luxury airconditioned tents with solid floors and walls, and cottages, boasting
opulent fabrics and furnishings, TV, DVD, minibar, luxury bathrooms
and huge beds. Accommodation in a cottage.

15 Apr

Morning and afternoon private game drives in PENCH NATIONAL
PARK.
This pleasant
small park was the base
for the BBC’s Tiger Spy in
the Jungle programme
and still has a healthy
tiger population as well
as good numbers of
leopards. Predominantly
teak and sal forest, the
vegetation is open and
cover is low allowing
good viewing of game.
The central Pench River
is mostly dry in the dry season but retains small waterholes and has a
pleasant landscape of granite boulders.
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Large outcrops of granite boulders continue through the park, making
it great leopard territory. The park has fewer vehicles than other parks
giving a much more relaxed experience: perfect for nature lovers who
welcome a quiet and
attractive park that is not
so focused on tigers - a
great way to see the
general wildlife of India.
Besides
tigers
and
leopards, other sightings
can include wild dog,
sambar deer, spotted
deer, gaur, sloth bear and
many birds. O/n TULI
TIGER
CORRIDOR
PENCH, FB.

16 Apr

Morning and afternoon private game drives in the PENCH NATIONAL
PARK. O/n TULI TIGER CORRIDOR PENCH, FB.

17 Apr

Morning private game drive (with packed breakfast) then drive
(approx. 5 hrs) to TADOBA and check in to your hotel. The SVASARA
JUNGLE LODGE is the premier luxury lodge in the area and is located
barely three hundred yards from Tadoba's Kolara gate. Svasara is a
conservation-focused wilderness lodge offering a luxurious and
immersive jungle safari experience. The upscale Svasara Lodge is
set over a sprawling 10-acre site.
The lodge features 12
spacious suites with all the
modern amenities and
luxuries,
multi-cuisine
dining including delectable
Indian, continental, and
local Varadi cuisine, and
its
own
custom-fitted
comfortable
jeeps
accompanied by expert
naturalists
for
thrilling
jungle safaris at Tadoba.
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18 Apr

Morning and afternoon jeep
safaris in Tadoba. The TADOBA
NATIONAL PARK (also called
Tadoba Andhari Tiger Project), a
623 sq km reserve, is the oldest
national park in the state of
Maharashtra.
It
comprises
assorted meadows, lakes and
dense mixed forests of bamboo
and teak, home to large
populations of spotted deer,
sambar deer, wild boar and
antelopes such as the nilgai and
the
very
rare
four-horned
antelope.
Carnivores such as leopard, sloth
bear, wild dog and jungle cat can
be glimpsed here from time to
time: however, the reserve is
primarily the domain of the
Bengal tiger. The tiger population
has surged in recent years from a
population of around 40 in the
1990s to a present day adult
population of almost 70. The
birth of around 30 new cubs over
the last year is testament to the
health of the reserve and bodes
well for the future tiger population
here and throughout the whole of
India.
There are a number of waterholes situated around the park which
attract tigers and other wildlife during the dry months of October to
June, with particularly good chances of sightings when bamboo and
other vegetation shed their leaves from January onwards. May and
June are particularly hot months (40 degrees Celsius and above)
when tigers spend most of the daylight hours wallowing.
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The reserve is very much off the mainstream tourist radar and is
served by only a couple of quality lodges, meaning very few foreign
tourists venture here. It can get busy with local day-trippers,
particularly at weekends and holidays.

19 Apr

Morning and afternoon game drives.
LODGE.

O/n SVASARA JUNGLE

20 Apr

Morning and afternoon game drives.
LODGE, FB.

O/n SVASARA JUNGLE

21 Apr

Morning game drive. Lunch at your hotel then transfer (3 hrs) back to
NAGPUR and board JET AIRWAYS flight 9W866 at 2145 to MUMBAI,
arriving 2330.

22 Apr

Connect with JET AIRWAYS flight 9W120 at 0140 to LONDON
HEATHROW, arriving 0645.

Prices: £4,294 per person sharing. Single Supplement: £790

Min: 6 Max: 9

Including all international and domestic flights, transfers, accommodation, guide and
leader expenses, nearly all meals, tours and excursions at the reserves, govt taxes.
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IMPORTANT NOTES TO ACCOMPANY THE ITINERARY
NB: Checked baggage limit on domestic flights is 15kg per person, excess baggage charge approx
£2.50 per kg payable at airport.
NB: Camera fees may be payable depending on the park and your camera size. Please ask us for full
details.
NB: VISAS are required for all UK visitors to India. Most nationalities (including British citizens) can now
apply for a visa online and the current price for this is USD $60 per person. Please see:
https://indianvisaonline.gov.in/visa/tvoa.html for more details. It is essential that you print and take this
with you to India.
NB: In recent weeks, the online system has been very slow and frustrating (particularly the payment
side) and many clients have chosen to get their visa through a third party like Visa Genie
(http://www.visagenie.co.uk). They will usually charge you around £20 extra for this service but it does
usually make everything a lot easier.
NB: The above tentative itinerary and its quoted price are based on specific flights, hotels and lodges.
Should there be insufficient availability at the time of booking, alternative flights, hotels and lodges of a
similar standard may have to be booked instead, in which case the itinerary and/or price may change.
NB: Prices are based on specific airlines and specific seating classes. The price may change if those
are not available at the time of booking. We strongly advise booking early to secure the prices quoted,
particularly as the seating classes quoted for are usually the first to be filled.
NB: All itineraries are subject to change without notice to take into account possible airline flight
schedule changes which can take place before departure date or during the tour, and other operational
factors.
NB: Once the tour has been booked and a deposit paid, any further changes initiated by the client may
be subject to additional charges.
NB: Inclusive tours and excursions as stated in the itinerary will have been pre-paid. Once full payment
has been made and/or clients are actually at their destination, should clients be disinclined to partake of
any inclusive tour or excursion, no refunds will be possible.
NB: With any trip involving wildlife it is impossible to guarantee a sighting, but each trip is designed
around known habitats. Every effort will be made to ensure a sighting, but we cannot be held
responsible if no sighting is made due to the wildlife itself, weather, or any elements beyond our control.
NB: It is a condition of booking that full travel insurance including Emergency Medical Repatriation is
taken out by each person travelling. Your insurance cover must also include Missed Departure and/or
Missed Flight Connection for both outbound and return flight sectors (such cover might be subject to a
small additional premium – please confirm with your insurers). We ask that you send us a
photo/fax/electronic copy of your policy document together with the 24hr medical assistance telephone
number issued by your insurer.
NB: Clients must be aware that hotels, lodges and resorts as well as suppliers of tours and excursions
used in this itinerary might not comply with European standards of health and safety. For instance,
balconies may not be entirely child-safe or may be low in height, so always ensure children are kept
away from balconies and do not go near them when intoxicated or unwell; swimming pools may not
display depths, so never dive into a pool without checking depth first; vehicles may not always have
safety belts fitted - contact our representatives if so, and refuse to travel; helmets may not be supplied
on horse riding trips, in which case do not go on the ride; public areas might not be well lit, so take extra
care and use a torch. Clients must be vigilant and take extra care for their own safety, as they may well
be travelling to remote and primitive locations where high quality standards of safety may not be
present.
NB: Before and after booking, clients must familiarise themselves with current UK Foreign and
Commonwealth Office (FCO) travel advisories so as to satisfy themselves as to the suitability of the
destination(s) to be visited in this itinerary. All decisions relating to the tour will be based on UK FCO
advisories, and not those of any other countries' governments. In the event of any emergency or other
problem encountered in the destination, it is advisable if appropriate to contact the local UK Embassy,
High Commission or Consulate for assistance. The FCO in London also has dedicated telephone call
centres: Crisis Management Dept - 0207 008 5335 (during UK office hours), and Global Response
Centre - 0207 008 1500 (out of UK office hours).

Reef and Rainforest Tours Ltd.
A7 Dart Marine Park, Steamer Quay, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 5AL, UK
Tel: ++ 44 (0)1803 866965 Fax: ++ 44 (0)1803 865916
www.reefandrainforest.co.uk mail@reefandrainforest.co.uk

